
Comparison and summary of Marijuana regulations

Medical Marijuana Recreational Marijuana

State Maximums

•No statewide growing 
maximum                 
•Dispensaries limited to 8 (1 per 
public health district)

•800,000 sq. ft. of plant canopy 
statewide                                             
•40% of licenses to 3,000 or less plant 
canopy growers

Local regulation 
allowed

May only limit, regulate 
dispensaries

Yes, may prohibit or regulate all 
except personal use

Cultivation: Personal

•Need Qualified Patient (QPat) 
card (may be minor)                                     
•Possess 2.5 oz prepared mj           
•Cultivate 6 mature plants             
•QPat may designate only 1 PC 
or grow own

•Must be 21 or older                                 
•2.5 oz mj                                                     
•6 flowering plants, 12 immature 
plants, unlimited # seedlings                 
•must not be visible from public way     
•legible tag w number per plant

Primary Caregiver(PC):                             
•Need registration card unless 
household/family member              
•6 plants per designated QPat     
•2.5 oz per QPat                            
•Max 5 Qpat, plus owner            
•Can prepare food                        
•Excess mj can transfer to 
another PC without payment      
•Excess mj can sell to 
dispensary, limit 2 lbs/cal year

Dispensary:                                     
Need registration card                  
•6 plants, 2.5 oz per QPAT                      
•Can grow at dispensary and 1 
other location                                
•Must be nonprofit                      
•Only for QPat, PC                        
•Hospice or nursing facility may 
not cultivate

Grower:                                                       
•Need state license                                 
•Either up to 3,000 sq. ft. plant canopy 
or more than 3,000 sq. ft. plant 
canopy license                               
•License by 10' x 10' unit blocks           
•Max license block is 300 (30,000 sq. 
ft. plant canopy)                                       
•No more than 6 licenses or more 
than 300 unit blocks per parcel            
•License may be reduced if less than 
50% is cultivated

Cultivation: Non 
personal



Cultivation: Related 
requirements

•not locate within 500' of school 
property line                                  
•PC must have numbered tag 
with Qpat                                        
•Dispensary must be state res    
•Collectives prohibited

•retail mj store may be operated with 
cultivation facility                                    
•May only sell to licensed retail, 
manufacturing, other cultivation, and 
social clubs

Security

    
•PC: enclosed, locked facility      
•Dispensary: enclosed, locked 
facility •Enclosed, locked facility

Testing

•May not have interest in PC or 
dispensary                                      
• Not required

•May not have interest in cultivating, 
manufacturing, retail, social club, or 
any medical mj production                    
•Required for contaminants, TCH 
potency

Labeling

•Optional                               
•Must test to add labeling about 
contaminants, potency

•Sales require cultivation facility 
license #, batch, weight, THC potency, 
solvents used, serving, exp date

Fees

•QPat: no fee to register       
•PC: Annual registration fee $50-
$300                                        
•Dispensary: Annual registration 
fee$5,000-$15,000

•State Sales tax 10%                                          
•State Cultivation license $10-$100 
per unit block                                                           
•State Application fee $10-$250

Sales
Only to registered QPat, PC, 
dispensaries Anyone over 21 yrs old

Abbreviations:            QPat:  Qualifying Patient
PC: Primary Caregiver
mj: marijuana
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